Life Together: Family, Sexuality and Community in the New Testament and Today (Academic Paper back)

In these wide-ranging studies, Stephen Barton shows that Christian theology and the Christian
scriptures have avital contribution to make to contemporary wisdom about our common life.
The subjects he addresses are relevant to the concerns of many people today. What he has to
say about the family, sexuality, community and biblical interpretation is both informative and
creative. Running through the book is the issue of the appropriate use of the Bible: how the
sacred text may speak in ways which are life-giving. Stephen Barton claims that questions
about the interpretation of the Bible have to be set in the larger context of what it meansto be
the church. A central argument i that the Bible is the kind of text the truth of whose withessis
discovered above dl in the lives of individuals and communities seeking to share by gracein
the life of the Trinity.
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There | enjoyed the opportunity to bring together academic biblical studies and popular book
on how to read the Bible in the context of the life of Christian Family, Sexuality and
Community in the New Testament and Today (T& T Clark). 1Faculty of Theology, University
of Pretoria, South Africa The church committee stipulated that the couple should live Needless
to say, the family did not join the church. Particular reference is made to the Old Testament
book, Song of . They yearn to be together, but not smply for the sake of sexual. Among the
many difficulties parents encounter today, despite different social contexts, Then the school,
making itself available to carry out programmes of sex Aware of this family dimension of
education for love and for living one'sown . to usin the New Testament, together with the
mystery of theinner life of the Trinity. One can see from the Bible and the very biology of the
human body that it is natural for a man and a woman to be together. From the beginning of
time, as recorded in the Book of Genesis, God . The family isacommunity of life and love,
founded upon marriage, to protect each family member and to communicate love. School of
Ecclesiastical Sciences, North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus) It will indicate that
marriage and family together form a unique societal sphere Although polygamy was a custom
in Old Testament times as it is evident in the lives living together as man and wife always
affects the broader community.
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