New Europe, Old Jails

Bruno Stefans book is one of the first and most detailed accounts in English of the challenges
involved in integrating a post communist prison system in the European Union. The author has
personally interviewed over several years hundreds of prisoners, guards, administrators, and
their families. The result is a one of a kind detailed account of daily life in Romanian
prisons.In June 2004, Ionut Cristinel Maftei, 24, a prisoner serving 5 years for stealing two
horses, was killed in Iasi Penitentiary by the warden, Gabriel Geger. Irritated by the
prisonerâ€™s rebellious, sarcastic and annoying behavior, the warden, standing in the hall of
the department, violently yanked Mafteiâ€™s arm while the prisoner was attempting to
exchange merchandise (cigarettes for cans) with another prisoner from the neighboring cell
through a sort of peep hole, thus smashing the prisonerâ€™s head against the wall, dislocating
his skull in front of dozens of other prisonersâ€”a terrified but passive audience to the crime.
This is the image of the Romanian penitentiary system today: promiscuous, destructive for
prisoners and staff alike, deleterious to their sense of responsibility and their attachment to the
values of a normal society. Beyond the declared purpose of re-education, a penitentiary
universe exists that works according to its own laws, most of which unwritten, but
nevertheless born from written ones. This universe engenders a culture where its members
feel, think and act in ways which may seem unusual, but are only natural to the insiders.
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Museums have been created from many former jails and prisons. Some old jails converted into
Burlington County Prison Â· Mount Holly Â· New Jersey, United States, Prison. Carthage Jail
Â· Carthage Â· Illinois, United States, Jail, location of the. The European Prison Rules were
drawn up by the Council of Europe. They are intended to A new version of the European
Prison Rules was adopted in , replacing all previous versions entirely. The European Prison
Rules contain .
â€œIt's not as old as simple as saying all old Victorian prisons are bad, the new ones are
good,â€• said Nick Hardwick, chief inspector of prisons in. In , 19 prisons in the Netherlands
closed because the country net to give them any other options, many fall back into their old
habits.
In a report the Council of Europe's human-rights commissioner, Twenty new jails are to be
opened by , and 13 old ones shut. Old sports areas are marked out on concrete, all are
surrounded by cells After leaping crime rates swelled Europe's prison population in the s, to be
transformed into a new residential district with thousands of homes.
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